Rarefying Osteitis in the Feet of Unknown Origin.
By ROBERT S. LAWSON, F.R.C.S. THIS i$ the radiogram of the feet of a pensioner, aged 36. He states that when he joined the Army, in 1916, his feet were somewhat flat, and that badly-fitting boots soon produced callosities on the inner sides of both great toes. These callosities " went septic" and discharged for some months, eventually healing up.
Some five weeks ago his right foot showed a slight "flare up," but this has subsided easily under treatment by means of fomentations. Condition of Feet.
-Left foot appears practically normal, except that the great toe is markedly shortened as a result of absorptioV of the first phalanx. There is a scar on the under surface of the great toe, soundly healed. Right foot still somewhat cedematous, and the great toe is slightly inflamed, swollen and tender. The skin looks atrophic. The callosities which are present on the under surface of the great toe have recently healed. The toe is shorter than normal, as if from absorption of the first phalanx.
X-ray Appearances.-Left Great Toe: First phalanx almost entirely missing, two shell-like fragments, partly enveloping the head of the metatarsal, being the sole representatives of it. Base of terminal phalanx irregular and eroded.
Right Great Toe: The distal half of first phalanx almost completely eroded away. Base of terminal phalanx irregular and eroded.
Examination of patient's central nervous system does not reveal any signs of tabes dorsalis, syringomyelia or other disease. Wassermann negative. Complementfixation test for tubercle inconclusive. Suffered from influenza in 1918. Has never had " trench feet." Denies having had venereal disease and has never been in the East. [May 5, 1925. General Enlargement of Joints.
By HUGH THURSFIELD, M.D. JOHN M., aged 5 years and 4 months. The deformities of the joints were first noticed by his mother when he was 6 months old, after an attack of bronchitis. The feet turned outwards.
He was a backward child; did not speak until he was 3 years old. Began to walk at 3 years and 7 months, but could never get along without support. He was able to sit up unaided. Personal and Family History.-He was breast-fed for two months, and then at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from
